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PARENT INVOLVEMENT, EARLY INTERVENTION
AMONG SOLUTIONS AT SVEF DROPOUT FORUM
Greater parent involvement, one-on-one attention to failing students and
intervention as early as the first grade for those who lag behind could help turn
around the high school dropout crisis in Santa Clara County and across the state.
Those were some of the solutions discussed Thursday (Jan. 29) among a panel
of noted educators and civic leaders at a forum on the dropout dilemma sponsored
by the Silicon Valley Education Foundation.
“What we know is kids don’t start losing interest in school and think of
dropping out in ninth grade. Teachers can see the warning signs in first and
second grade when they see kids disengage,’’ said McLaughlin, keynote speaker
and Professor of Education and Co-Director of the Center for Research and
Context of Teaching at Stanford University.
McLaughlin stressed the importance of parents getting involved early in a
child’s education – as early as pre-school – to set the standard that school is
important to be successful in life. Educators also need to stimulate students to
keep them actively engaged in school.
Other solutions that emerged to help kids stay in school include earlier social
services intervention for families with problems, getting more credentialed
teachers into low-performing schools and increasing career and workforce
readiness programs.
The forum on high school dropouts was sponsored by the Silicon Valley
Education Foundation and Kids in Common. Synopsys, Inc. hosted the event at its
Sunnyvale campus.
The dropout rate in California – currently one in four students drops out -- is
one of education’s toughest challenges, here at home and across the U.S. When
students drop out, consequences not only impact the individual who leaves school
early, they also impact the state’s welfare, prison and health care systems, as well
as the general economy.
High school dropouts are 3½ times more likely to be incarcerated during their
lifetime than students who finish school, according to the American Youth Policy
Forum. And nearly half of those who drop out end up on welfare. In 2007, the
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U.S. economy lost $329 billion in wages and taxes from high school dropouts who
couldn’t find employment.
Other facts about dropouts:





7,000 kids a day drop out of high school across the U.S
African-American and Latino students drop out at the highest rates, 50%
and 45% respectively.
Low-income/high poverty students drop out at six times the rate of peers
from more advantaged families.
A high number of those who drop out move into some form of substance
abuse.

“The high school dropout rate is one of the most critical issues facing education
today,” said Muhammed Chaudhry, president and CEO of the Silicon Valley
Education Foundation. “Every nine seconds a student in the U.S. becomes a
dropout. We all lose across all segments of society when kids walk out on their
education.”
Debra Martucci, chief information officer at Synopsys, said “Education and this
community are important to us because we want to grow the talent pool here to
hire people for our company.”
Forum panelists included Chris Funk, Assistant Superintendent, San Jose
Unified School District; Lynne Murray, Foothill High School Principal, East Side
Union High School District; Lois Baer, Deputy District Attorney, Santa Clara
County, and Carl Guardino, president and CEO of the Silicon Valley Leadership
Group.
Forum moderator was Mercury News Editorial Writer John Fensterwald.
For more information, go to the Silicon Valley Education Foundation Website at
SVEFoundation.org, or call (408) 790-9400.

About SVEF
We are a non-profit organization that delivers literacy and academic
enrichment programs to public school students in partnership with the private
sector and education community. We focus on the needs of our constituents:
students, families, teachers, community and education leaders. We listen to their
needs and find innovative solutions to their challenges.

