FMEF

NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release:
May 5, 2009

Connie Skipitares, SVEF
(408) 205-8540

Contact:
Jill Winkelstein, SVEF
(408) 790-9590

POVERTY AND THE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GAP

How to Tackle It -- Silicon Valley Education F oundation Hosts F orum
SAN J OSE, CA. – The student achievement gap and how poverty factors in will
be the topic of a lunchtime forum on May 8, sponsored by the Silicon Valley
Education Foundation at Xilinx in San Jose.
A panel of educators, legislators and civic leaders will discuss how this
economic factor affects student achievement and what schools, parents and the
community can do about it. The forum starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends at 1:15 p.m.
Xilinx is located at 2100 Logic Dr. The event is in Building 4.
While it’s difficult to point to one clear reason for the achievement gap,
research for years has linked low-income students to low academic performance.
Children from poor families usually attend less advantaged schools where
spending per student is less than at schools in middle or upper-class areas, and
teachers are less experienced.
Low-income children have fewer home resources, they have a harder time
finding a place and time to study, and they have nutrition issues, child care issues
and attendance problems. Many are from single-parent homes where critical parent
involvement in school work is minimal.
Often included among low-income students are minority children and
those who struggle with English. Their academic performance and test scores are
often at the bottom of the range – especially in reading, math and science – which
presents the biggest challenge in narrowing the achievement gap.
“This has long been a concern in the education community and here at the
foundation,” said SVEF CEO Muhammed Chaudhry. “We constantly grapple with
how to narrow the achievement gap, especially in math and science. We are
developing programs that address this. Overall, we need to look to better funding
for underserved schools, more qualified teachers, higher standards and a
challenging curriculum.”

FMEF

Forum panelists include California State Assemblyman Tom Torlakson;
Dr. Carlos Camargo, Director of Foundation Relations at the Tech Museum; Lisa
Sobrato Sonsini, Board President of the Sobrato Foundation, and Bob Nunez,
Superintendent of East Side Union High School District. Torlakson recently
announced his candidacy for California Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Forum sponsors also include the Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
the Mercury News, Bay Area Council and Xilinx.
Forum moderator is Mercury News Editorial Writer John Fensterwald.
For more information and to register for the free event, go to the Silicon
Valley Education Foundation Website at .svefoundation.org, or call (408) 7909400.

About SVEF:
We are a non-profit organization that delivers literacy and academic
enrichment programs to public school students in partnership with the private
sector and education community. We focus on the needs of our constituents:
students, families, teachers, community and education leaders. We listen to their
needs and find innovative solutions to their challenges.

